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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO SECRETARY’S AFRICA SPEECH (H) - 
NEWSPAPER EDITOR COMMENTS 

REF: A) MASERU 967, B) STATE 153476 

BEGIN SUMMARY: MIKE PITSO, LESOTHO JOURNALIST WARMLY 
ENDORSED SECRETARY'S SPEECH ON AFRICA BUT REMARKED NEW 
POLICY HAS BROUGHT ABOUT LITTLE CHANGE AND THAT US HAS 
MUCH MORE POWER TO EFFECT EARLY CHANGE IF IT IS WILLING 
TO USE IT. PITSO REGRETS SECRETARY DID NOT COMMENT ON 
EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES OF US FIRMS IN RSA. HE REMINDS US 
THAT CONTINUED REJECTION OF BANTUSTANS AND WHITE MINORITY 
GOVTS ARE BASIC TO MAINTAINING US CREDIBILITY. HE LAUDS 
DEVELOPMENT MANPOWER TRAINING AND EXPRESSES MISGIVINGS 
ABOUT PROLONGED POSTING OF TECHNICIANS IN LDCS, SAYS 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICAN COUNTRIES SHOULD 
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NOT GO UNREMARKED AND EXPRESSES APPRECIATION FOR SECRETARY'S 
ASSURANCE US SOLUTIONS WILL NOT BE IMPOSED AND FOR ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE TO STATES COPING WITH REFUGEE PROBLEMS. PITSO 
SAYS NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENTS ARE ACCEPTABLE ONLY IF THEY 
DO NOT RESULT IN INSTALLATION OF WESTERN PUPPET GOVERNMENTS. 
END SUMMARY 
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1 . AT INVITATION OF PAO, MIKE PITSO (STRINGER FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA RAND DAILY MAIL AND LESOTHO CATHOLIC WEEKLY) COM- 
MENTED IN WRITING ON SECRETARY VANCE'S SPEECH. PITSO, FORMERLY 
ACTIVE IN OPPOSITION POLITICS IN LESOTHO, IS SECRETARY OF 
LESOTHO UNION OF JOURNALISTS. HIS VIEWS MAY BE ACCEPTED AS 
BROADLY REPRESENTATIVE OF LIBERAL LEFT OPINION IN LESOTHO. 

2. PITSO COMMENTARY OPENS WITH STATEMENT THAT VANCE SPEECH 
IS QUOTE ENCOURAGING TO AFRICAN PEOPLE EXCEPT ON SOUTH 
AFRICA WHERE MAJORITY OF FREEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE OF AFRICA 
STILL MAINTAIN THAT UNITED STATES IS NOT HARD ENOUGH. ..TO 
INFLUENCE CHANGE.. .UNQUOTE. HE ADDS THERE HAS BEEN GREAT 
HOPE FOR THE BETTER IN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION AMONG THE 
PEOPLE OF AFRICA. QUOTE BUT THERE HAS NOT BEEN MUCH POSITIVE 
CHANGE TO SATISFY THE EXPECTATION. US IS A SUPER POWER WHICH 
CAN SUCCESSFULLY AND EFFECTIVELY INFLUENCE THE ERADICATION 
OF ILLS OF THE WORLD WITHIN A SHORT SPACE OF TIME AS LONG AS 
THEREIS WILLINGNESS AMONG THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT (OF USA). 
UNQUOTE. 

3. PITSO PRAISED US AS GREAT COUNTRY NOT ONLY FOR ITS TECH- 
NOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENTS BUT FOR ITS CONTRIBUTION TO RESPECT 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN US AND WORLDWIDE. US CONCERN IS CONSOLAT- 
TION TO VICTIMS OF OPPRESSION EVERYWHERE BUT HE FEELS US CAN 
PLAY STILL GREATER ROLE IN HUMAN RIGHTS THAN SHE DOES NOW. 
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RM PITSO REGRETS THAT SECRETARY DID NOT COMMENT ON EMPLOY- 
MENT PRACTICES OF 400 AMERICAN COMPANIES OPERATING IN SA 
ABOUT WHICH HE SAYS LITTLE HAS BEEN HEARD CONCERNING THEIR 
ATTITUDES ON APARTHEID AND EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK. 

5. PITSO PRAISED VANCE COMMENTS ON BALKANIZATION OF SA. 

HE SAYS TOTAL REJECTION OF HOMELANDS SYSTEM SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO AVOID SPLINTERING SA INTO MINI-TRIBAL STATES. PITSO 
SAYS SECRETARY SEEMS FIRM ON THIS POINT WHICH WILL KEEP 
ALIVE QUOTE FLAME OF HOPE BURNING AMONG THE AFRICAN PEOPLE 
UNQUOTE. CONTINUED REJECTION OF BANTUTSTANS WILL PRESERVE US 
CREDIBILITY, HE ASSERTS. 

6. US SUPPORT FOR WHITE GOVTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA WOULD RESULT 
IN AMERICA CREATING ENEMIES FOR HERSELF; WOULD COMMUNITY 
WOULD RALLY BEHIND SOVIETS AND US CREDIBILITY WOULD BE 
ERODED DOING DISSERVICE TO US STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS EMPHASIZED 
BY CARTER ADMINISTRATION. 

7. PITSO LAUDS SECRETARY'S COMMENTS ON TRAINING AFRICANS 
WHO QUOTE ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN MACHINES UNQUOTE. HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT IS AFRICA'S FUTURE, ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVEMENT 
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OF SELF-SUSTAINING GROWTH WITH INDIGENOUS MANPOWER VICE 
INDEFINITE POSTING IN AFRICA OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PERSONNEL 
FROM DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. THOUGH TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER IS 
NECESSARY, INTELLIGENTSIA VIEW CONTINUED POSTING OF DONOR 
COUNTRY PERSONNEL IN AFRICA AS ATTEMPT TO TURN LDCS INTO 
SATELLITES OF BIG POWERS. PRESENT MANNER OF ACCOMPLISHING 
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER IS NOT SATISFACTORY EXCEPT TO GOVTS MOE 
INTERESTED IN PRESERVING POWER THAN IN DEVELOPMENT. 

8. WHILE AGREEING WITH SECRETARY ON PIVOTAL ROLE IN AFRICA 
IN WORLD AFFAIRS. PITSO STATES NUMERICAL SUPERIORITY OF 
AFRICA IN UN MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO COVER UP THIRD WORLD 
TRAMPLING O HUMAN RIGHTS NOR USED AS AN INSTRUMENT TO MIS- 
DIRECT UN ON MATTERSOF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. ALTHOUGH 
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WORLD ATTENTION FOCUSES ON SOUTHERN AFRICA. INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY CANNOT OVERLOOK LACK OF RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES SUCH AS QUOTE UGANDA, MALAWI AND ETHIOPIA 
UNQUOTE. PITSO APPLAUDS SECRETARY'S ASSERTION THAT US 
INFLUENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS CANNOT BE DIRECTED AT ONE REGION 
ONLY. 

9. PITSO APPRECIATES SECRETARY'S CONCLUSION THAT US CANNOT 
IMPOSE ITS SOLUTIONS ON AFRICA ALTHOUGH MOSCOW, HE NOTES, 

DOES NOT SHARE THIS VIEW. IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US TO PRESERVE 

ITS QUOTE NEUTRALITY UNQUOTE IN ORDER TO AVOID TRUNING AFRICA 
INTO BIG POWER BATTLEGROUND. 

10. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND GROWING US TRADE WITH BLACK- 
RULED INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES (IN CONTRAST TO US/SOUTH AFRICA 
TRADE) IS SYMBOL OF GENUINENESS AND ACCEPTANCE OF CHANGE IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. MUCH NEEDED ASSISTANCE TO BLACK-RULED 
COUNTRIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA IS HIGHLY APPRECIATED BY THE 
PEOPLE OF THESE COUNTRIES BECAUSE IT STRENGTHENS THEM IN 
CONTINUING TO HARBOR REFUGEES FROM REPRESSIVE REGIMES AND 
OFFSETS LOSSES DUE TO THEIR EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE 

IN THREE WHITE-RULED STATES. 

11. FINALLY, NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IS APPRECIATED ONLY IF IT 
PRODUCES POSITIVE RESULTS ANDNOT IF IT IMPOSES PUPPET OF 
WESTERN WORLD. ON OTHER HAND, ARMED STRUGGLE WITH SUPPORT 
OF USSR WILL RESULT IN ZIMBABWE AND NAMIBIA NEVER BEING FREE. 

12. COMMENT: PITSO VIEWS MAKE CLEAR AGAIN THE ENTHUSIASM 
GENERATED BY NEW SOUTHERN AFRICA POLICY PRONOUNCEMENTS BUT 
ILLUSTRATES WIDESPREAD FEELING THAT NEW POLICY HAS RESULED 

IN LITTLE IF ANY CHANGE IN RSA. THERE IS CLEAR FEELING THAT 
US HAS MUCH MORE POWER THAN IT IS WILLING TO ADMIT OR USE TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EFFECT EARLY CHANGE IN SA E.G. EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES PARA 4 
ABOVE. PITSO SPEAKS FOR ALL BASOTHO IN EXPRESSING NECESSITY 
FOR US TO CONTINUE SHUN BANTUSTANS AND WHITE GOVTS ALIKE IN 
ORDER MAINTAIN CREDIBILITY. 

STOKES 
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